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Paladino Supporters Call For WNY Tea Party Caucus

Written by Andrew J. Hawkins 

Time posted: February 27, 2012 3:07 PM- 

Supporters of Buffalo businessman Carl Paladino’s failed 2010 gubernatorial campaign are calling for a Western New York Tea Party caucus to vet the Republican presidential candidates.

Rus Thompson, a Tea Party activist and former Paladino campaign adviser, just sent out a mass email advertising a Tea Party caucus for March 3 in Paladino’s Ellicot Square Building in downtown Buffalo.

“It is time for New York to get involved in the national debate, We need to find out where we all stand with the last 4 candidates in the Republican primary. We hope you can hold a caucus the weekend of March 3rd and we can call it NY Super Saturday. We can total up the votes across the state and announce the results in each area and a State total in percentages. Can we do this New York?”

Thompson’s missive comes at a time of upheaval for Western New York conservative politics. The Erie County Conservative Party recently endorsed a pro-life, anti-gay marriage Democrat to run against state Sen. Mark Grisanti, in an effort to oust one of the four Republican “yes” votes for same-sex marriage. Chuck Swanick, a former Erie County legislator, said he intends to challenge Grisanti this year, despite the exact outline of the senator’s district still undecided by the Legislature’s in-house redistricting task force.

Thompson is a bit of a controversial figure in Western New York politics. During the 2010 governor’s race between Paladino and Andrew Cuomo (seems like just yesterday, don’t it?), Thompson was Paladino’s driver and unofficial adviser. He was one of several people associated with Paladino’s campaign who had something of a checkered past, having racked up a DUI arrest several years before.

Thompson said in an email that the four Republican presidential candidates – Mitt Romney, Rick Santorum, Newt Gingrich and Ron Paul – have consented to sent surrogates to the Tea Party event this weekend. And with the presidential contest still up in the air. Thompson said New York’s relevance in the primary could gain some prominence in the coming weeks.

“I think with NY in play we will finally have a chance to see some campaigning here,” he wrote.

Here’s the full release:

The TEA Parties in Western New York are not waiting for the Primary in NY State, we are having our own Tea Party Caucus. 

So far caucuses are being held here in Erie, Niagara, Orleans, Cattaraugus, Chautauqua, Monroe, Orange, Broome, and possibly Wyoming, Gennessee, Long Island, Staten Island and all points in between. 

We know more will be jumping on board. The largest one is being held here in Erie County

Saturday, March 3rd from 3 to 6 at the Ellicott Square Bldg. 

This was sent out to TEA Party groups across the state.

How many of you are up for having a TEA Party Caucus?

It is time for New York to get involved in the national debate, We need to find out where we all stand with the last 4 candidates in the Republican primary. We hope you can hold a caucus the weekend of March 3rd and we can call it NY Super Saturday. We can total up the votes across the state and announce the results in each area and a State total in percentages. Can we do this New York? 

TEA New York, Carl Paladinos home group will be having ours March 3rd from 3-5 at the Ellicott Square Building.

We have invited 4 people to speak for their candidate, after that people will form groups and cast a vote. We will total up the votes and announce the results. It would be great to have everyone do this, email us the results and we can announce the total for NY State. 

This will hopefully bring some attention to NY and interject us in to the national debate and possibly bring candidates here to TEA Party meetings. We have to be a part of this, we have make New York relevant.

I hope you can join us, have a meeting now even and poll your members.

Thanks!

Rus Thompson
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